The focal objective of this study is to analyze and explore the Co-movement of Pakistan stock market (KSE-100) with the stock market of developed countries (US, UK, Canada, Australia, Germany, Japan, France and Neither land) which have portfolio investment in Pakistan by applying co-integration approach using Johansen and Juselius multivariate and bi-variate co-integration. Secondary data of stock indices of these equity markets covering the period from 1 July 2007 to June 2014 has been used. Analysis of study reveals that Pakistan stock market (KSE-100) is not co moved with any stock market of selected major developed countries. Non-existence of co-movement of KSE offers the investors and fund managers to get the diversification benefits by portfolio investment in KSE. This study will help the investors in searching such markets, which have greater diversification benefits because diversification minimizes the risk element. Investors and policy makers can make efficient portfolio investment decisions by studying these analyses. This Study provides awareness and guideline to decision makers including local and foreign investors, agencies, financial analysts and banks about diversification opportunities in equity market of Pakistan.
INTRODUCTION
The core objective of developing economies like Pakistan is to achieve economic growth and development. Besides so many other factors, Investment plays a pivotal role in achieving the economic growth and development of a country. Savings generate investment. Modern Economist Keynes (1936) said, Savings are always equal to investment. The best place to utilize the investment is capital market. The function of capital markets is to drive the savings in an effective and efficient way towards the investment portfolios and thus helps to develop an investment culture in the country. Capital market is divided into primary market and secondary market. Secondary market generally known as stock market or equity market is the soundly operated market that provides the facility for buying and selling of already issued long-term financial instruments. The key players of this market are companies issuing securities, intermediaries and investors. Co movement of stock market refers to the tendency of similar or parallel movement of two or more markets.
The general objective of investment is to *Corresponding Author, Email: ashar11pk@gmail.com spend the money during the specific time in order to increase the investor's wealth. An investment decision is based upon the analysis. The specific objective of investment is to make sure the safety of principal amount and to receive the reasonable return on reasonable risk. Investment can be divided into two types: Direct investment and indirect investment. Direct investing can be made by using financial markets while indirect investing includes financial intermediaries. Generally, indirect investing is much correlated with the financial institutions. At international level, Investors can invest their funds in a country by Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and by Foreign Portfolio investment (FPI) . A portfolio investment is such type of investment in securities in which investor do not has active involvement in the management of the securities. It is a passive investment in its nature and the sole objective of this type of investment is to seek financial gain. Financial institutions are primarily concerned in the business of investing in and managing a portfolio of securities (various types of investment funds or investment companies, private pension funds etc.). Portfolio diversification is concerned with having equities in various markets, for example holding equity in Asian, European and American markets.
The object of diversification is to minimize the risk and maximize the return. Williams (1938) said, "All risk could be removed by holding a portfolio with a wide variety of financial assets, which proved to be a false statement".
According to Portfolio diversification model by Markowitz (1952) , investors can minimize risk by keeping a diversified portfolio investment in different or same equity market. Co movement of stock markets limits the benefits of portfolio diversification for foreign investors in the long run. Internationalization provides an opportunity to local and foreign investors to extend their portfolio for reasonable return. It is necessary for the investors and portfolio managers to have information about the arrangement of international financial markets. It is also necessary for investors and portfolio managers to know that this diversification will grant profit or loss.
In order to enjoy the benefits of diversification, investors are searching such global markets, which can provide them diversification opportunities with maximum return on minimum risk. Higher returns and lower risk of foreign strong equity markets has attracted the foreign investors to invest their funds in the capital market of developed countries. Many other factors like political instability, poor law and order situation, energy crises, terrorism and no protection to life in native countries moved the local investors to shift their capital in the equity markets of strong economic foreign countries. On the other side, less economic barriers, relaxed policies and market opportunities of developing countries attracted the foreign investors, as emerging economies need foreign capital inflow for the development of economy.
Movement of capital from one country to another country is the cause of linkage among the globe stock markets. Global financial crisis like Asian financial crisis in 1997 and crisis on wall-street (global stock market crash) in 1987 was the major cause of increase in linkage among the markets of the world. WTO, Economic integration, Economic block and regionalization have also increased the stock market integration. In mid-1997, East Asian financial crisis proved to be a global financial and economic disaster, prominent emerging countries and globe stock exchanges responded to the breakdown of the New York Stock Exchange. There were extreme Economic crisis in US at the end of 2007 known as World economic crisis. The main cause of 2007 world crisis was the loose of investor's confidence in mortgage securities, which resulted in liquidity crisis and the crisis spread all over the world. Financial crisis and economic integration have developed an increasing interest of the researchers to examine the co-movement of stock markets because these collapses were quickly spread throughout the globe equity markets.
The increasing integration of the world economy has increased the integration and effectiveness of individual stock markets. World Bank Report 1997 describes that globe stock markets are quickly converting into a single global market and financiers are searching such emerging markets for higher profits and to explore new prospects for risk divergence because the industrial and financial arrangement of emerging economies are in evolving stage. Bekaert and Harvey (1995) explained that a market is affected by the commercial and financial strategies implemented by its state or monitoring institution, whether this market is integrated with the global stock markets or segmented.
The financial economics theory proposes that financial development and stability is influenced by strong financial integration. The theory also arguments that financial integration increases the efficient allocation of capital, reduces the possibility of shocks, more strong market structure and higher portfolio diversification (Paurer, 2005) . For financial economic theory and practical asset management, it is necessary to know about the co-movements of stock markets. According to Efficient market hypothesis; new market information are well responded by capital market. As regards finance theory if the Efficient Market Hypothesis (EMH) grips in any of its types then equity prices should not be likely using freely obtainable data like equity prices of other stock markets. This excludes any modification over time between two equity markets. However if there is a comovement among the equity markets, the EMH is debased because one market comprises monetary data about the other which aids to forecast its future.
Globalization, liberalization and technological advancement are the main cause of recent integration of local and foreign financial markets. Globalization plays an important role in increasing the co-movements among the equity markets. According to Bekaert and Harvey (1997) , financial market liberalization did increase the linking among the returns of diverse equity markets. Most of the Policy makers claimed that financial integration presented numerous benefits like economic development and growth, greater investment, increased financial intermediation process and improve competition environment. Investor's access has been increased to globe equity markets, which propose healthier opportunity for portfolio diversification, and looking for higher risk adjusted profits.
Literature Review
Co-integration analyses are commonly used to ascertain the co movement among the stock markets and the study of co-integration has remained a field of interest for the investors, fund managers, financial analysts and economists. Shah et al. (2012) conducted a study to examine the relationship of Pakistan stock market (KSE-100 index) with Great Eight Countries named G-8 group which includes US, UK, Canada, Germany, Japan, France, Italy and Russia by applying co-integration approach using Johnson and Julius, VECM, Granger Causality test, Impulse response test and Variance decomposition test on 5 years weekly returns data and respective exchange markets extended from June 2004 to May 2009. The result evidenced that there was no long run relation of Pakistan stock market with G-8 country's stock markets. They suggested that the investors and fund managers of USA, Canada, Russia and Italy could avail the benefits of portfolio diversification by investing in the Pakistan equity market.
Co-integration is the commonly used approach for the investigation of integration among the stock markets. This approach was firstly used by Kasa (1992) to estimate the similar stochastic trends among the equity markets of developed countries. Fonseca (2013) used this approach in his study to check the stock markets integration of East Europe and Middle East countries and he concluded that there exists these markets are co-integrated. These countries selected for analysis were developed countries including Hungry, Czech, Poland, Russia, Croatia, Solvenia, Estonia, Lithuania, Romania, Serbia and Ukraine and two Middle East countries Turkey and Kazakhstan. The period taken for analysis was extended four years starting from January 2007 to December 2010.He used daily stock indices containing 1045 observations for analysis. The result evidenced that there was co-integration among ten markets out of the fourteen international financial markets and showed increase in international Portfolio diversification. The analysis also showed that frontier markets are offering new and better investment opportunities for the foreign investors.
Stock market news announcement plays an important role in integration of marks. Market news of US market is the issue of interest for investors. In this context many investigations have been made on the interlink age and interdependence effect among the countries after the Economic crisis in US at the end of 2007. These crisis created economic instability and weekend the economies. Morales and Callaghan (2012) conducted a study after the World crisis 2007 in which they investigated the Contagious effects of US stock market on Asian markets. The analysis include daily stock market returns movement for the period from 2003 to 2009 divided into two sub-samples of US and major Asian developed and developing countries. They found that there was co-movement between US stock market and Asian markets but US market did not have any contagion effect on Asian markets. They concluded that spread of crisis in rest of the countries was because of higher markets integration or co-movement. It was also observed that markets are the facilitator of crisis or shocks but not the cause of shocks. US market did not have contagion effect on these economies but US market was highly comovement, having strong effect on these countries so crisis spread in these countries.
Horvath and Petrovski (2013) checked co movement between developed global stock markets and Western Europe Central countries and South Eastern Europe countries. Comparative Study was made on two groups containing three countries in each group and their co-integration was analyzed. Countries of each group were Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland (Central Western Europe) and Croatia, Macedonia and Serbia (South Eastern Europe). They used multivariate GARCH approach on the daily stock returns for the period 2006-2011. They found that there was highly co movement of Central European countries with developed countries like US and Canada while South Eastern European countries were not correlated with world stock markets. Effect of Global Stock market crisis on these six countries was also analyzed in the study. Results evidenced that stock markets of Central Eastern were greater co-moved with Western European markets. Claus and Lucey (2011) Contributed by investigating the equity market integration among the Asian Pacific region by applying latest and different method developed by Flood and Rose (2005) that is concerned with estimation of expected discounts rates. They selected ten countries of the region, which includes developed and emerging markets named Australia, Hong Kong, India, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, Taiwan and Thailand. They selected pre-crisis period daily data of 2006 in order to analyze the integration in normal period of time rather than contagion, which shows integration in during the crisis period. They concluded that there was higher co movement for Japan, Hong Kong and New Zealand. The results of the study suggested that there was existence of segmentation within the stock markets of Asia Pacific region but with varied degree of segmentation. The results also showed that there was lack of integration in the region of Australia, Singapore and New Zealand. They also suggested Liberalization policy for market integration but it is not a sufficient condition. Esqueda et al. (2011) explored the influence of stock market volatility on the financial market integration on the hypothesis that more integration leads to lower stock volatility. They used time from 1997 to 2005 by collecting annual economic data. They also used monthly returns of the stock markets to calculate risk measures. They used panel data and applied Unit root test and GARCH test for the analysis. They concluded that increase in co movement have no impact on stock volatility of the developed countries because developed markets did not give response to globalization. In case of emerging markets, the results showing negative effects of beta-volatility. Their findings suggested that more linkage of equity markets leads to lower stock volatility. Subhani et al. (2011) conducted a study in Pakistan to analyze the co movement among the stock markets of south Asia region. The daily data of stock indices of four countries Pakistan (KSE), India (BSE), Nepal (NSE) and Bangladesh (DSE) for the period May 1995 to May 2011 was examined by applying co-integration approach. They found that KSE was co-moved only with DSE. They checked the co-integration among selected markets by applying unit root test and ADF test and Johanson co-integration test for verification of co-integration. Their finding showed that these markets are co-integrated but there was no evidence of co-movements among these markets with one another except of KSE-Pakistan with BSE-Bangladesh. There was long run linkage of Pakistan stock market with Bangladesh stock market. Bhunia (2012) attempted to find Co movement between Indian equity market and South Asian countries and also investigated the proficiency of Indian market with respect to other leading south Asian markets. Secondary data containing daily stock prices of 2252 observations from august 2002 to august 2011 were used and co-integration and Granger causality tests were applied for short and long run analysis. Their analysis results evidenced short and long-term relationships and diversification opportunities for investors in the short run. Long-term linkage was analyzed by using Johanson co-integration method and maximum Eigen value test. They suggested that more opportunities for investors to receive the diversification benefits and gains in Indian as well as in leading South Asian markets.
Singh and Singh (2011) made a study on co movement and investigated the relationship of developing and developed markets. Co integration among major developing markets of China and India were examined with the developed markets of United Kingdom, Japan United States, Japan and Hong Kong. Daily data of intra-day stock indices containing 1872 observations extended from January 2000 to December 2009 were used by applying correlation analysis, Granger causality test and co-integration test using Error correction model. Their analysis concluded that Chinese and Indian markets were correlated with all selected developed markets and has unilateral causality effects.
Increasing interdependence has increased co movement between stock market of china and India. Correlation results suggest short-term co movement with other markets, which suggests limited diversification benefits between them. Petrov (2011) explored the co integration between South African and major developed markets. Engle-Granger and Johansen tests were applied to find level of co integration between South African and developed markets of the globe. Weekly data containing stock indices were used for the analysis. The results showed that SA market was co integrated with other globe markets but not with African markets. This study recommended that investors should consider most favorable market portfolio as co integration reduces the benefits of diversifications. Darrat et al. (2012) investigated the relationship of markets of Pacific-Basin Region within the regional markets and with outside the region markets like USA and Japan and also check the responsiveness of these markets towards key global incidents. Weekly observations of stock returns covering 21 years extended from January 5 1988 to December 30 2008 have been used for the analysis. Their study covered long run relationship, time variation in the relationship, identification of factors of creating linkage and effect of 9/11 incident. This study includes the indexes of national stock markets of PB region like Australia, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines), Singapore, Taiwan and Thailand. Co-integration and Granger causality test were used and results evidenced co-integration and interdependence among the markets within the region. As for US and Japan markets, there was linkage with US market rather than Japan and 9/11 incident has weekend this relation and this factor produces diversification benefits for US investors in the markets of PB region.
Hoque (2007) inquired the co-movement of stock returns of Bangladesh stock market with other markets like USA, Japan and India. Short and long run linkage has been examined. Daily data of share price index divided into two subperiods starting from 1 January 1996 to December 2000 has been used for the analysis. Co-integration test, impulse response analysis and VECM approach was used to check the relationship and co-movement and it was found that in the period of global crisis (1987) there was increase in linkage among the markets. They conclude that there was co-integration and common trend between the Bangladesh stock market and other selected markets. Kim (2010) explored the co-movement between US stock market and East Asian stock markets including Hong Kong, Singapore, Korea and Taiwan. He made his analysis by taking different time scales by using wavelet analysis (Decomposition of time series data into various time scales). Time period taken were pre-crisis (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) period of East Asian financial crisis 1997-2000, during the crisis (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) , inter crisis (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) and post crisis periods 2007-2009 to check the variation of impact of US market on all markets. Daily data containing the stock Indices were used for the entire markets. Co-integration approach using Granger Causality test and impulse response test were applied. The results proved that US market have causal effects on all markets of East Asian in all periods. The degree of response of these markets to the US market varied between the inter-crisis and mortgage crisis. Ali et al. (2011) analyzed the co movement of Pakistan stock market with the emerging and developed markets. The selected developing and developed markets were India, China, Indonesia, Singapore, Taiwan, Malaysia, Japan, USA and UK and using co integration approach applying Unit root, Granger Causality, Phillips Perron test and ADF test by taking the monthly stock returns for the period of 10 years extended from 1998 to 2008. The results of the study showed that Pakistan stock market was not co moved with the market of UK, USA, Taiwan, Malaysia and Singapore and suggested that investors can minimize the risk through investing in these markets. The analysis with other markets revealed co movement of Pakistan stock market with India, China, Japan and Indonesia so there is no chance of risk minimization for investment in these countries.
Chen (2011) studied the co movement among the countries and explained the impacts of crosscountry differences on stock return co movement. Sample of 38 countries for the period extended from 1992 to 2007 were used. Return decomposition and vector auto regressive regression have been used. They found the return co movement for the cash flow news and discount rate co movement of selected countries. To explain the cross-country differences discount rate co movement is more important than the cash flow co movement. The results confirmed that cross-country differences create stock return co movement. The findings of the study suggested that in order to understand the cross country differences in within the stock return co movement forces that remove the stock prices from firm's fundamentals are important than the reasons linked to firms' fundamentals. Chow et al. (2013) analyzed the co movement among the East Asian countries with one another and with US. Weekly stock returns for the period of three decades from July 1980 to December 2011 have been taken for the analysis except for China because Shanghai stock market was established in December 1990. Time varying correlation and regression analysis were applied. Countries selected were divided into two categories, First, Newly Industrial Economies (NIEs) including Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore and Second, large economies like Japan, US and China. Relationships between these two categories were observed. The results showed econometric evidence and increasing interdependence within East Asian Economies. Results also showed that there was no close relationship between Japan and US markets. Increasing linkage between China and US was also observed. They suggested constructing econometric models using time varying analysis.
Blackburn and Chidambaran (2013) examined the co movement and change in co movement of 23 developed and 10 emerging countries by taking a period of 30 years from 1980 to 2010 on weekly returns. Weighted Generalized Canonical Correlation (W-GCC) method and W-FF factor model have been applied for these analyses. The results concluded that co movement has increased in the mid of the sample period i.e. 1980-2010 in both group of countries. They found no difference in stock price co movement of large and small economies. They finally concluded that there was changing in co movement and increased integration in global markets. They suggested that industry and country factors were less relevant for stock returns co movement. Furthermore, their findings have significant importance for those investors looking to diversify internationally. Hussain and Muhammad (2011) investigated the association of Pakistani equity market with the global emerging equity markets namely UK, India, Germany and China. Weekly data from 2000 to 2010 were taken and Unit root test, Johansen (1988 Johansen ( , 1991 and Johansen Juselius (1990) technique and impulse response test were applied. The results showed that Pakistani stock market was highly linked with the US Stock market and US market was creating much volatility as compared to other markets. The results also showed that KSE was not commoved with the markets of US and UK. Risk and return of KSE is at higher level i.e. .41% as compared to American and European markets. He suggested that KSE is a good and efficient market for foreign investors to diversify their portfolio and took advantage from KSE.
Significance of the Study
Equity markets play a vital role for the provision and movement of funds for economic development and growth from investors to borrowers. Generally speaking, stock markets are likely to accelerate economic growth by liquidating financial assets and diversifying the global risk easier for investors for making sensible investment decisions. Uncertainty in the market due to any reason makes the investors to evade investing in the stock markets. In order to examine whether there is a significant empirical relationship between stock markets, this study provides the alternative investment opportunities to the investors to make the portfolio of their investments and enjoying the benefits of diversification. Investors anticipate higher rate of returns by differentiating their investments across the world but co-movement of stock markets will reduce the rate of returns for international portfolio. Therefore, the study of co-movements of such stock markets having portfolio investment in Pakistan is significant in global portfolio perspective.
Objectives of the Study
Following are the objectives of the study in order to:
Find out the co-movement of Pakistani stock market with the stock markets of major developed countries; Explore the existence of diversification opportunities for portfolio investment in the stock market of Pakistan (KSE-100).
RESEARCH METHOD
Monthly closing stock returns of stock markets indices of Pakistan (KSE-100 index) and developed countries has been used for the analysis and data is obtained from yahoo finance for the period extended from July 2007 to June 2014.
In this study, Co-movement of Pakistan stock market has been investigated by using co-integration approach. This study focuses co-movement of Pakistan stock market with major developed markets. The specific developed countries selected for analysis are USA, UK, Canada, Australia, Germany, Japan, France and Netherland. To include in the analysis, the selection of these eight major developed countries is based on the portfolio investment by these countries in Pakistani market.
In order to examine the Co-Movement of Pakistan stock market with selected major developed countries, we will apply the following tests:
Descriptive This study covers co-movement among the stock markets and provide good base for investment decisions. Investors from developed countries can get the benefit of diversification by investing in Pakistani stock market.
As there will be time series data in same order containing stock prices of equity market of Pakistan and eight developed countries, So co-integration requires checking of stationary and non-stationary of data at level and trend, for this purpose we will use unit root test by applying augmented Dickey Fuller test and Phillips-Perron test.
The Augmented Dickey-Fuller test examines the presence of unit root in an autoregressive model. A simple AR(1) model is yt=ρyt-1+µt where yt is the variable of interest, t is the time index, ρ is the coefficient and µtis the error term. The regression modal can be written as Δ yt = (ρ-1) yt-1+µt=δyt-1+µt where Δ is the first difference operator. This model can be estimated and testing for a unit root is equating to testing δ=0.TheDickey-Fuller tests assume that the error term are statistically independent and have a constant variance which is rather strict assumption so an alternative test, the Phillip-Peron test is also used to test the stationarity of data. It may be noted that Phillip-Peron test allows the error term to be weakly dependent and heterogeneously distributed.
Application of Johansen and Juselius approach require selection of proper lag length. This approach will check the stationarity of data. For this purpose Akaike Information criterion (AIC) and Schwarz information Criterion (SIC) is used from 1 to 12 months. The appropriate lag length is considered where SIC is found minimum.
Co-integration requires that all the time series should be integrated of same order and assumes that even if two time series are individually non-stationary, a linear combination of two might be stationary. Relationship between two or more variables is analyzed through cointegration. Co-integration examine the comovement between two series or more series, it does not covers the cause and effect association.
Its basis is realistic proof. It is necessary that there might or might not be any economic rationale for the proof of this association. The method itself does not discourse any cause and effect relationship. Johansen and Juselius recommend two likelihood ratio tests for the purpose determining the number of co-integrated vectors. Trace statistic is the base of first test and this test exam the null hypothesis of r co-integration vectors or routes against the alternative of r or more co-integration vectors. The equation of this statistic is given by λ trace = -T ∑ln (1 -λi)
Maximal Eigen value test is the second test, which calculates the null hypothesis that there are most r co-integration vectors against the alternative of r + 1 co-integration vectors. The maximum Eigen value statistic is expressed by λ max = -T ln (1 -λr + 1)
Where λr + 1 …. λn are the n -r smallest squared canonical correlations and T the number of observations. Interpretation- Table 1 Results of table 1 show that Descriptive statistics is applied on 9 stock markets for the period of July 2007 to June 2014. The results of descriptive statistics shows that average return of KSE-100 is 9.46 at a given risk level of (standard deviation) 0.39, which is highly return as compared to other developed markets during this period. Stock market of Japan is also revealing highly return near to 9.31 at a given level of standard deviation 0.22 while stock market of Netherlands is showing the lowest return from all the markets i.e. 5.84 at a given risk level of 0.19. The results also indicates that KSE is the most risky market among all the stock markets with high level of return while AEX (Neither lands) is the less risky with lower rate of return.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Interpretation-Table 2
Table 2 indicates the result of correlation analysis among stock markets returns. The result of correlation matrix explores that KSE 100 is weakly correlated with selected world stock markets. The highest correlation of KSE is with the Canada i.e. 0.94 and with the Germany i.e. 0.93 while the lowest correlation of KSE is with the France i.e. 0.44. Correlation matrix is a weak measure to check the relationship of variables. For better picture of the analysis for measuring co-movement among the markets, we move towards the co integration approach for further analysis. Table 3 The result of unit root test in table 3 by applying the ADF approach showing the non-stationarity of all the variables at level but at a first difference, the series became stationary at significant level. Lag lengths for ADF test was selected by Schwarz information criterion (SIC). 
Interpretation-
Interpretation-Table 4
By applying the PP test at level and at first difference the result of unit root test in table 4 shows that all the variables are non-stationary at level but at first difference, all series become stationary at 5% significant level.
It is clear from the application of unit root test using ADF and PP that monthly stock prices of nine countries are non-stationary at level and stationary at first difference using 5% level of significance. The outcomes of Unit root test are providing base for the application of co-integration on this time series data. Lag lengths for PP test was selected by Schwarz information criterion (SIC). Interpretation- Table 5 Estimated results of Multivariate co integration based on Johansen (1990) co integration test (Maximum Eigen statistics) are shown in table 5. Maximum Eigen statistics test confirming that there are 2 co integration equations at 0.05 level. It simply means that there are two markets out of the nine markets which are co moving.
Interpretation-Table 6
Table 6 reveals the result of the pair wise co integration test for the whole selected time period. It is instituted that KSE is not co integrated with any stock markets as in the table value of probability is insignificant in each pair wise relationship of stock markets. Hence, the fund managers of these countries may get the benefits of portfolio diversification by investing in KSE. The results reveal that KSE-100 has no relationships to the markets of developed countries at 0.05 level, consequently, it provides the chance of portfolio diversification benefits to the investors of these developed countries. Accordingly, the financiers of all these non-cointegrated countries can obtain the maximum advantages by making their investment in the stock market of Pakistan. The results of the study also confirm the theory of Portfolio Investment given by Markowitz 1952 .
CONCLUSION
Internationalization increases the integration of economies and stock markets. Stock market co integration effects risk and return and the investment decisions. According to Portfolio diversification model (Markowitz 1952) , co-movement of stock markets limits the benefits of portfolio diversification for foreign investors. Investors can minimize risk and maximize the return by diversification. Co-integration limits the opportunities of diversification and discourages the foreign portfolio investment. Investors are searching such markets of the world having diversification opportunities with maximum return at minimum risk level.
The findings of this study concludes that KSE-100 has no co-movement with the equity markets of selected developed countries during the taken time period extended from July 2007 to June 2014. No co-movement provides an opportunity of diversification to the investors of Pakistan and the world. Descriptive statistics results shows that KSE is providing higher monthly returns i.e. 9.46 at 0.391 risk level as compared to all other selected developed equity markets. Results of correlation showing association among the stock markets. Unit root test using ADF and PP test on the monthly data to verify the stationary and non-stationary of the data. The results of Unit root test has verified that the data has non-stationery trend at level and stationary trend at first difference using 5% significant level. Lag value is determined by the VAR test for the co integration. VAR test results revealing that one lag value is affecting the today value by using Schwarz information criterion and one lag value has been used in co integration test. The results of multivariate co integration using trace statistics and maximum Eigen value showed that there are two co integration equations by using Schwarz information criteria (SIC). Two markets among the total markets have co integration. Co-movement of KSE with all these markets has been examined individually by applying bi-variate co-integration. The results of bi-variate co-integration using trace statistics and 5% probability level reveals that KSE has no co movement with any equity market of the selected developed markets. All these results points out that KSE-100 have no relationship with the selected developed markets. The analysis of this study reveals that KSE is attracting the local and foreign investors and fund managers to get the diversification benefits by portfolio investment because there is no association between KSE and equity markets of developed countries.
No co-movement of stock markets extends the opportunities of diversification benefits. Investors are searching such markets, which have greater diversification benefits because diversification minimizes the risk element. These results confirm that the individual and institutional investors can get the benefits of diversification by investing in equity market of Pakistan. No co-integration will attract the foreign investors to invest in Pakistan equity market. No co-movement will increase the Foreign Direct Investment and Foreign Portfolio investment in Pakistan, which is much helpful for the development of economy of Pakistan through investing in energy, communication and industrial sector, strengthening the Pakistani rupee, reducing the dependency on foreign debts, reducing the imports of capital items and making the budget favorable. This will also help to resolve the problem of deficiency of foreign exchange reserve faced by the economy of Pakistan. Economy of Pakistan will boost up through foreign investment, which is required for the development projects. The results of this study are also equaled beneficial for Pakistani investors and policy makers. Pakistani investors and fund managers can also receive the diversification benefits from the selected stock markets of developed countries.
Future Research Directions
This study explores the new dimensions for the future researchers. This study has taken eight major developed countries that have portfolio investment in Pakistan. Future researchers can take the major developed as well as developing economies for the same analysis. Study can be made on the co-movement of Pakistan stock market with the emerging economies of the South Asia region, which are trading partner of Pakistan. Analyses can be made by using daily and weekly time series data. Effect of macroeconomic variables can be included in this study. This study provides the base for the study of foreign portfolio investment in developing countries and impacts of co integration on FPI. Co movement of KSE can be examined with such developed countries having Foreign Direct Investment in Pakistan for the same period. Co movement of KSE with the equity markets of developed countries taking the period of contagion can be analyzed by new researchers. Future researchers can also explore the factors of economic integration of Pakistan Stock Market (KSE-100) with stock markets of developed countries.
